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Winners Announced in Latin American Accelerator
•

Finalists pitch-off for eminent judges from BHP, Engie and CSIRO in Santiago, Chile in the
unique Latin American accelerator program.

•

Non-toxic Weed-killing, Handheld Mining Drill, Portable Solar and Environmental Monitoring
showcase Australia’s best.

Industry leading innovators battled it out with pitches to a panel of eminent judges in Santiago, Chile.
The Judges, drawn from BHP, Engie, CSIRO and Vantaz Group, heard pitches from the Program
Finalists before asking questions on key aspects of their Market Entry Plans.
The Program is focused on technologies that drive efficiency and productivity in the four sectors that
are common to both Australia and Latin America: agtech, energy, mining and water.
The pitching event was hosted by Startup Chile and was the climax of a six month mentoring
Program. During the Program, the companies have worked with mentors in Australia and Chile and
explored the best way to ensure success in the Latin American market.
The companies were welcomed to the event by Rocio Fonseca, Executive Director of Startup Chile,
and by the Australian Ambassador to Chile, Robert Fergusson.
Building on the seven years of successfully growing Australian technology businesses, this inaugural
program has been launched to connect Australia to the rapidly growing markets of Latin America.
2019 will see the Program grow its presence with innovative technology companies also travelling to
Australia to help with market entry in both countries.
After lengthy debate on which companies would have the best chance of success in Latin America, the
Judges emerged to announce the Winners in each Award category as follows:
AWARD

FINALISTS

OVERVIEW

OVERALL WINNER &
Agtech Winner

Weedtechnics

Non-toxic weed control solution, eliminating herbicide use through
the use of the condensate of superheated water.

Energy Tech Winner

SunSHIFT

Pre-fabricated, moveable turnkey solar photovoltaic (PV) solution for
off-grid solutions for mining, agriculture and communities.

Mining Tech Winner

HI Mining

HE22 Hustler handheld fully-hydraulic mining drill delivers 25%
more drilled meterage and delivers 65% reduced costs.

Water Tech Winner &
People’s Choice Award

Envirosuite

Comprehensive and intuitive real-time environmental monitoring,
investigation, prediction and control software.

Commenting on their win, Jeremy Winer, the CEO of Weedtechnics, said, ‘We are very excited by the

prospects of growing a significant market in LatAm. Our proven solution allows farmers to provide
organic, healthy food for local and export markets and we have found fantastic interest in this region.’
He summarised the benefits received by Weedtechnics from being part of the Program by saying, ‘The

LatAm Market Accelerator Program has allowed us to short cut the process of understanding this
opportunity and has allowed us to assess and access the significant potential of this market.’
The Program is supported by the Australian Government through the through the Council on Australia
Latin America Relations (COALAR) and was delivered by Australian CleanTech. The Program design is
based on the highly successful Australian Technologies Competition that has mentored 200 emerging
Australian technology companies over seven years. Many of these companies are now thriving both at
home and in export markets.
MEDIA CONTACT: John O'Brien, +61 419 826 372, john.obrien@auscleantech.com.au
More information at www.aus-latam.com

www.aus-latam.com
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WINNER DESCRIPTIONS

Award

Company

Description

Weedtechnics

Weedtechnics’ provides a unique patented non-toxic weed control solution, eliminating
herbicide use. Weedtechnics' SW Range creates Satusteam©, the condensate of
superheated water, delivering it directly onto weeds, destroying soft tissue cells on
contact. Its technology includes high efficiency heat transfer in a range of applicator
head sizes for weed management in agriculture, horticulture and urban environments.
www.weedtechnics.com

SunSHIFT

SunSHIFT is a pre-engineered, pre-fabricated, moveable turnkey solar photovoltaic
(PV) solution specifically designed to overcome the limitations of traditional solar PV
and enable new users, such as miners, to adopt alternative energy. SunSHIFT Arrays
and Blocks readily integrate with fossil-fuel generators and battery storage for
turnkey energy supply solutions. SunSHIFT Modules have low assembly costs,
improved safety and quality and reduced construction risks. www.sunshift.com

HI Mining

HI Mining's HE22 Hustler handheld mining drill is fully hydraulic requiring no
reticulated air services. This breakthrough is made possible due to the drill's
incorporation of innovative hydraulics pressure management capability. Visually
similar to traditional handheld mining drills, Hustler's unique technology delivers 25%
more drilled meterage/minute, has zero point-of-use emissions, is quieter, lighter and
has 50% reduced vibration resulting in a 65% reduced user cost.

Envirosuite

Envirosuite provides the most comprehensive and intuitive real-time environmental
monitoring, investigation, prediction and control software in the world. Built on
insights from 30+ years’ experience, Envirosuite seamlessly converts data into action,
enabling real action in real-time. Clients include BHP Billiton, Rio Tinto, Anglo
American and Glencore in the mining sectors, and Thames Water (Europe’s largest
water utility) in the wastewater sector. https://envirosuite.com/
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